Specialist Status 


As a Specialist Sports College we aim to meet the needs of all students through placing the context, values, skills and pedagogy of our Specialist status subjects at the heart of teaching and learning across the whole school.  The additional opportunities that having specialist sports college status provides us with allows us to provide a wide range of education and enrichment opportunities for all pupils whilst our second specialist subject of ICT allows us to develop ICT across the curriculum to equip our young people with necessary skills to succeed in life.  

As a Specialist Sports College, we have created a culture and ethos that enables all our students to achieve to the best of their ability. Every student is encouraged to participate in extra-curricular activities in order to raise aspirations, and we use the culture that is gained from success in sport to promote success and achievement in all subjects. 

Our specialist status enables us to:

· extend the range of sport and ICT provision available to students which meets their needs and interests

· raise the standard of teaching and learning in the specialist subjects

· use the good practice from specialist status subjects to improve teaching and learning in other subject areas

· develop values of fair play, leadership, citizenship and responsibility

· develop the knowledge, self esteem and confidence of students to enable them to follow an active and healthy lifestyle 

· provide access to facilities and education opportunities for all the whole community

We are able to run a number of projects through our specialist status that enhances the education of our students. These include: Junior Athlete Education Programme, Multi Skills Clubs, Gifted and Talented Academies, Coaching in the Curriculum, Sports Council, Active Lunchtimes, Dreams and Teams International link with Uganda and the Sports Centre Community Development Programme.  In addition we are very proud of our Sports Leadership and Coach Education opportunities that are offered throughout the year groups. We now offer the BTEC First in Sport at Diploma and Certificate level, GCSE PE and sports leadership as an option in KS4.  In addition to this, huge investment has been made in the ICT infrastructure to create a 21st century teaching and learning environment.

As part of the Specialist Sports College status HGSC is also host to a very successful School Sport Partnership.  Forge School Sport Partnership is part of a national program hosted by the College which aspires to ensure all pupils between the ages of 5 -16 take part in 5 hours of high quality physical education and school sport each week, both within and outside of the curriculum. To support this aspiration Forge works in Partnership with 5 other secondary schools and their 27 primary schools creating a team of School Sport Co-ordinators within the secondary schools (6 in total) and PE Co-ordinators within the Primary and Special schools (27 in total). The Partnership has been tremendously successful and has been instrumental in developing and improving the quality of teaching and learning in PE through professional development for staff, links with local coaches and sports clubs, levels of provision for structured competition, numbers of pupils gaining leadership and coaching qualifications and levels of participation amongst children. 
For more information regarding our Partnership please visit www.forge-ssp.co.uk. 

Extended Schools
We provide the ‘full core’ offer with a wide range of after school and lunchtime activities and an extensive community sports provision through our Community Sports Centre.  The Family of Schools contract with Regenerate, Refresh, Renew 

(a social enterprise specialising in training and education) to facilitate the organisation and some delivery of Extended Schools Activity.
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