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DISCLAIMER:

The information provided in this public is correct at the time of going to press.

However, the Government are due to announce some changes at the end of January which may impact upon some of the course information provided in this booklet. 

We will contact parents/carers directly if any of these changes impact upon your child’s option choices.
	The Options Process: Information for Parents


Dear Parent/Carer,
In September, your son or daughter will be starting Key Stage 4 and will begin a two year programme of study which will lead to a range of nationally recognised qualifications.

This booklet will give you information about the subjects that will make up this two year programme of study. This booklet also contains information about the different types of qualification which are on offer and the core subjects that all pupils must study. 

Parents, pupils and school staff all play a part in choosing options. We advise parents and carers to take time to sit and discuss the information in this booklet with your child to make sure that the most appropriate choices are made.  
The Y9 Options Evening in January will allow you to discuss possible Options choices and to meet teachers and course leaders from the option areas; including the vocational courses that take place off the school site.

The key dates and deadlines for the Option process are as follows: 

· Thursday 5th January 2012: 
 Options Book issued.
· Thursday 19th January 2012 
 Y9 Options evening. Options Form issued.

· Wednesday 8th February 2012:  Deadline to return Options Form to Tutor.

· Monday 23rd January 2012: 
 Pupil interviews with staff commence.

Option Choice forms will be issued at the Y9 Options Evening on Thursday 19th January 2012.  All pupils must complete the Option Choice form and return it to their Form Tutor by Wednesday 8th February 2012.

We undertake to do our best to ensure that each pupil is allocated their choice of options but this depends on the numbers opting for each subject and the availability of teaching staff. Please note, we are unable to run groups that are too large to teach or too small to be viable.
Should any problems arise with the choices made by your son or daughter we will contact you to discuss this and suggest possible solutions. No changes will be made without communication with you.

If at any time you have questions about Key Stage 4 courses, or the options process, please contact school. We will do our best to help you.

Yours sincerely

Bev Matthews
Acting Deputy Headteacher

	The English Baccalaureate


What is it?

· It is a new qualification introduced by the Government.

· It is not an exam in itself but an extra qualification that you will gain if you get a GCSE grade C or above in 5 subjects from the following list: 

	1. English Language
2. Maths
3. Further Science (Triple or Additional)
4. French or Spanish
5. Geography or History


Why should I choose this Pathway?

· If you are currently working at Level 5a or above in the above subjects you are advised to follow this pathway.

· The subjects included are designed to ensure that all pupils have the opportunity to study a broad range of subjects so that your options are kept open for future studies at College and University.
· These are subjects most likely to be needed or preferred for entry to degree courses.
What subjects can I choose?

All Ebacc pupils must study the following core subjects:

· English Language & Literature

· Maths 

· Science 

· Physical Education
· SMSC (RE & PSHCE)

You can then choose ONE subject from each of the coloured blocks below:
	Block A
(Compulsory)
	Choose 1 from Block B
	Choose 1 from Block C
	Choose 1 from Block D

	Further Science

(Additional OR Triple)
	French 

Spanish
	Geography

History
	GCSEs: 

Food 

Resistant Materials 

Art & Design 

Media Studies 

PE 

ICT 

Music 

Drama 

Business 

Textiles 

BTECs: 

Health & Social Care 

Engineering 


	Advice for Pupils about Option Choices


Good information is the key to making successful choices:
· You need to think very carefully about which subjects you enjoy and which ones you are good at. 
· You need to get as much information as you can and ask for advice from your parents, teachers and friends.
· You need to think about your future career and your longer-term plans. Use the Careers Library to help research which subjects are best for your chosen career.
· We hope that everyone will be able to take his or her chosen courses though we cannot, of course, guarantee this. 

Do choose because:

· You have thought clearly about everything.
· You have done your research, especially about new subjects and qualifications. 
· You know what the subject and assessment process involves.
· You are good at the subject; you like it or have a talent for it.
· You have considered your best way of working (or learning style). Some pupils prefer practical work or work-related learning, some prefer end of course exams, and others prefer regular continuous assessments.

Do not choose because:

· You like or dislike a teacher.
· Your friends are doing it.
· You think that it will be an easy subject.
· You assume certain subjects are needed for certain careers.
The Options Evening on January 19th 2012 will explain the options process and help familiarise you with some of the new subjects.

If in doubt, ask for help and support from your subject teachers, your Form Tutor or a member of the pupil support team. 
During the Options process you will receive a personal interview with a senior member of staff.  Here you will have an opportunity to discuss your future plans and to look at what your current results predict about your future chances in certain subjects.

	Qualifications and Courses Explained


The qualifications offered at Key Stage 4 will give all young people the opportunity to choose a mix of learning which motivates and challenges them, and which gives them the knowledge, skills and experience they need to succeed in education, work, and life.

To achieve this, a variety of qualifications are offered which have different demands in terms of how things are learned and how they are assessed.  All qualifications fit into a national framework understood by colleges and employers.

GCSE (General Certificate of Education)

GCSEs generally involve studying the theory of a subject although there may be some practical work. 
They are graded A* – G. Grade A* – C is classed as Level 2. Grade D - G is Level 1.

BTEC

BTEC qualifications are vocationally related qualifications which cover various work areas (e.g. Sport, Engineering and Health & Social Care). These courses are mainly coursework based but will include some element of external assessment e.g. an on screen test.
The BTEC qualifications are offered at different levels:

Entry Level       
Below GCSE grade G or equivalent

Level 1              
Equivalent to GCSE grades D – G

Level 2              
Equivalent to GCSE grades A* - C

	Who Can Help Me With My Choices?


There are lots of people who can help you with the decisions you need to make.  Your aim at the end of this process is to have chosen a programme of study that includes a variety of subjects relevant to your future aims and aspirations.  Look at subjects that you will enjoy and have the potential to do well in.  If you have strong career interests at this stage you will need to research what subjects you will need to enter that career.  If you haven’t considered careers yet, you will need to make choices that do not limit your career choices later on.  

Subject Teachers
Once you have read through this booklet you could talk to the teachers of the subjects you are interested in.

Careers Teacher
Miss Powell can help you to find useful sources of information on courses and careers in school.  
The careers section in your school library also includes a wide range of reference material to help you make the right choices.
	Compulsory Core Subjects




	GCSE English Language and English Literature 


Pupils study both English Language and English Literature at Key Stage 4.

Why study English Language?

English Language is a core subject that all pupils will follow in Year 10 and 11.  It is a broad and challenging subject that will enrich pupil understanding and command of English as a means of communication and expression.  It will equip pupils with the necessary reading, writing and oral skills that will ensure success in the GCSE examination as well as give them confidence in all aspects of written and spoken communication in future life.

Content:

The English syllabus will consist of a range of texts being read and written about. They will also study and respond to a range of factual and persuasive texts in their preparation for the examination.  

Unit 1.

Understanding and producing non-fiction texts 40% (Exam)

Unit 2. 

Speaking and Listening 20% (controlled assessment)

Unit 3. 

Understanding spoken and written texts 40 % (controlled assessment)

Assessment:



40%
Terminal Examination



40%
Written Coursework (completed under controlled conditions)



20%
Speaking and Listening 

Why study English Literature?

English Literature is an additional GCSE which will be offered to some pupils. It involves studying and responding to a range of texts to enrich pupils’ ability to understand different forms of literature as well as the context in which they were written.

Content:

The English Literature syllabus includes the study of poetry, drama and prose.  Pupils will study texts from both pre-Twentieth Century and the modern day.  This will include the study of a play by Shakespeare, a modern novel and a range of poetry.

Assessment:

· Unit 1 Exploring Modern Texts 40% Examination

· Unit 2 Poetry Across Time  35% Examination

· Unit 5 The Significance of Shakespeare and the English Literary Heritage 25% controlled assessment

OR

· Unit 1 as above 

· Unit 4 Approaching Shakespeare and the English Literary Heritage 35% Examination

· Unit 5 Exploring Poetry 25% controlled assessment

Qualifications:

Pupils will be awarded a GCSE in English Language and one in English Literature.
What can I do next?

The qualification is valuable for all courses and is often a necessity for access to a college course or job.  You could continue your study of Literature in ‘A’ Level English Literature at college or in sixth form.

Ask:  Ms Marrison

	GCSE Mathematics 


Why Study Mathematics?
The work at Key Stage 4 will involve studying new mathematical topics as well as studying familiar topics in greater depth.

You will need the basic equipment of pen, pencil and ruler.  In addition a good scientific calculator is a must - when you are considering buying one please consult your mathematics teacher first.

Content:
The course covers the four attainment targets of using and applying mathematics: number and algebra, shape, space and measures and data handling.

Assessment:

The syllabus currently followed is provided by the OCR examination board and is moving

towards a linear approach with one examination at the end of the course.

Coursework is no longer a part of the GCSE course. The final grade obtained is based solely 

on examination results and assesses elements of Functional Mathematics which relates the

concepts learnt to real life, practical examples in a way which requires thought.

Pupils will be entered for either the foundation or higher tier in the examinations.  

The target grades for each tier are: 

Foundation Tier:
 
Grades C – G

Higher Tier             

Grades A*- D 

Please note that C grade is available on both papers.

Some examinations will require the use of a calculator, and so there is an expectation that

pupils have their own and bring it to lessons to know how it works.
We also offer the Certificate of Achievement in Numeracy which is an entry level qualification for pupils who are unlikely to achieve a GCSE.
  
What can I do next?

GCSE Mathematics is valuable for all careers and is often a necessity for access to college or employment. It is also a requirement for further study of Mathematics at A-Level.
Ask:

Mrs Richmond / Mr Wraight

	GCSE Core Science 


All Pupils will follow the AQA Core Science course as part of their Core GCSEs.  

Why study?

Core Science is designed to allow pupils to develop their appreciation of the role of Science in the world around them. In studying Core Science, pupils will develop their ability to form opinions about scientific developments in the modern world based on their understanding.

Content:
Core Science takes the form of a controlled assessment unit (25% of GCSE) and 3 modules (each 25% of GCSE) which are all linked to current issues in Science.  The modules are Biology 1, Chemistry 1 and Physics 1.

Assessment:
Pupils will take three separate one hour written exams which account for 75% of the Core Science GCSE grade (Biology 1, Chemistry 1 and Physics).

The remaining 25% will come from controlled assessed units which will be carried out throughout the course and be linked to key areas of learning within the course.  Controlled assessments will require pupils to carry out practical work, process their data and analyse it.

Qualifications:
Studying GCSE Core Science will lead to ONE GCSE.
What can I do next?

GCSE Science is valuable for all careers and is often a necessity for access to science related college courses or employment. It is also a requirement for further study of Science at A-Level.
Ask: 

Mrs Streets / Mr McDaid

	Physical Education


Why study Physical Education?

Physical Education is a compulsory subject for all pupils at Key Stage 4. All pupils need to choose which Physical Education route they wish to take for the next two years.

There are two options available to you which are outlined below. Read them carefully and consider which is the best option for YOU. Your PE Teacher will also advise you which option is likely to be most successful for you.

Pupils will be completing their PE options choice in lessons with their PE teacher. Please ensure you have read the information below and have talked through the appropriate option beforehand.

Within PE you must choose one of the following options:

	Option 1
	Core PE – Pupils will follow the Key Stage 4 National Curriculum for PE which includes; health & fitness and at least two other areas of activity e.g. trampolining, hockey, badminton.

During the year some pupils will be selected, based on their kit, attendance & attitude to learning, to work towards the ‘Active IQ Award in Leading Health Related Activity Sessions’ (AIQ is equivalent to 1 GCSE Grade B).


	Option 2
	BTEC First Certificate Sport (Level 2)

	Why choose this course?
	BTEC Sport offers the chance to study the theory of sports performance, officiating and fitness principles.  BTEC puts sport into a vocational context and seeks to prepare pupils for the world of work, in addition to further academic study.

	Content of the Course
	2 Units: Practical Sport & Fitness Testing and Training 

	Assessment
	BTEC is assessed through written assignments and practical work. Written homework will be set on a regular basis. Assignments are assessed by PE staff and then verified by the Edexcel exam board.

	Qualifications
	BTEC First Certificate Sport is equivalent to 1 A* - C GCSE grade.

	What can I do next?
	BTEC National Diploma in Sport (Level 3); A Level PE; Public Service Course; Coaching Courses; Fitness Instructor Award and many more sport, leadership or health-related careers e.g. Public Services, Armed Forces, Sports Management, Sports Development.

	Person Specification
	Pupils will be considered for their suitability for the course based on the following criteria:

· Attendance to School and PE lessons at or above 93% (essential)

· Good record of kit, participation and attitude to learning at KS3 PE (essential)

· At least level 5 in English (desirable)

· Well organised (desirable)

· Able to meet deadlines (essential)

· Able to work independently (desirable)

· Willingness to complete work at home (essential)


Ask:

Miss McCoy
	SMSC (Spiritual, Moral, Social & Cultural Studies)


Why Study SMSC?

Pupils opting to study towards the Ebacc will have one lesson per week of SMSC studies. 

Through this, pupils will gain a short course in RE, studying the following units over two years.
As well as studying towards the short course GCSE, Ebacc pupils will cover topics such as drugs and careers education as part of the statutory Personal Social Health & Citizenship Education (PSHCE) entitlement.
Content:

Year 10: 

Matters of life and death, including religious and non-religious beliefs about life after death and a study of abortion and euthanasia, UK laws about these and reasons that these are controversial topics. Marriage and family life, including a study of modern family structure, information about contraception and family planning and issues such as homophobia.
Year 11: 

Believing in God – pupils will study different reasons for believing or not believing in God

Community Cohesion -pupils will study issues of racism and religious tolerance, they will learn about government legislation to help eradicate prejudice and discrimination in the UK

Pupils will also study how a range of social and religious issues are presented in the media. 

Pupils studying this pathway will have the option to attend after school booster classes to study for and gain a full GCSE in RE. Both the full and short GCSE RE courses are assessed through Controlled Assessments and examinations.

PSHCE 
In year 10 and 11 all students will study elements of PSHCE as part of their one lesson per week of SMSC.  This will help you keep safe, develop a healthy lifestyle and manage your finances. PSHCE has an impact on all other areas of your life, both inside and outside school. 
Content:

In PSHCE there are 2 main areas of study: Personal Wellbeing and financial capability. The topics we will cover are quite wide ranging and include subjects such as:

Study skills

Sex and relationships 

Drugs

Parenting

Careers- including work experience and applying for jobs and college places. 

 Ask: Mrs Devlin
	GCSE Option Choices




	GCSE Art and Design 


Why Choose GCSE Art and Design?

GCSE Art and Design is a course for those who enjoy Art and are interested in exploring aspects of Art and Design including drawing, painting, printmaking, ceramics and mixed media work.
What you need:

You need to produce a portfolio of art work which will consist of three coursework projects and other mini-projects to demonstrate a range of skills. You must be motivated and have an interest in observational drawing, researching the work of other artists and developing your own ideas before you create your final piece.

You need to be hard working. You need to demonstrate your skills and imagination and be willing to experiment with new materials to build your portfolio.

A range of Art packs are available for purchase. These contain a folder (essential for protecting work) and a range of materials to enable you to practise your skills and complete work at home.

Content:

Coursework = 60%

Your portfolio will consist of three coursework projects which you will complete during Year 10 and term one of year 11. Every piece of work you will complete will count towards your coursework grade.

Project 1 -
Portrait – printmaking

Project 2 -
Kate Malone and fruit inspired ceramic pot 

Project 3-     Hunterwasser – Trial Exam year 11 (clay, silk painting and fabric painting)

During year 11 you will also complete a range of mini-projects to demonstrate a range of skills and begin your final GCSC Exam in January.

Assessment:

For your exam, which is worth 40%, you will be given a selection of topics to choose from. Once you have chosen your topic the exam process begins. This consists of a preparation period, where you will collect images, create observational drawings, research appropriate artists and develop an idea for a final piece.  You will then sit a 10 hour exam. In this time you will create your final piece.  Your 10 hour exam will be taken over a two week period in two hour sessions.

Ask:

Mrs Williams  and  Miss Isherwood 
	GCSE Business Studies 


Why Choose Business Studies?

· Do you want to run your own business? 

· Do you want to succeed in your career?

· Do you watch The Apprentice or Dragons’ Den? Are you inspired? 

· Do you want to be successful like Alan Sugar, Victoria Beckham, Richard Branson or Karen Brady?

This is the course for you if you enjoy:

· Communicating and explaining your ideas

· Thinking creatively and making decisions

· Working with numbers to solve business problems

· Learning about the world of business through research and investigation, as well as through practical tasks

Course Content:

While studying the units of this course you will learn a lot of new things including:

· You will be introduced to the world of small businesses and will look at what makes someone a successful business person. 

· You will learn how to develop an idea and spot an opportunity, and turn that into a successful business. 

· You will understand how to make a business effective and manage money.

Assessment:

Assessment is through a controlled assessment and examinations. 

Unit 1 – a written examination paper with multiple choice questions based on this unit.

Unit 2 – controlled assessment, the tasks will be based on what you have studied in Unit 1.

Unit 3 – examination based on a mixture of multiple choice, short answer, essay and scenario based questions.

What can I do after I have completed the course?

This course can prepare you for further education such as AS/A2 Levels. A GCSE Business course could lead to work in a business related profession such as accountancy, law, marketing or leisure and tourism. It could lead to you running your own business.

Ask:


Mrs Steeples/Mr Brown

	GCSE Design & Technology: Food


Why choose Food Technology?

This is an opportunity to:

· Be creative

· Enjoy project-based work

· Design and make products using a range of ingredients

· Learn in practical environments

· Develop skills that are highly valued by employers and higher education

Content:

You will learn how to:

· Develop a design specification, draw a final design solution and then make it

· Use a variety of equipment 

· Communicate ideas

· Develop both problem solving and independent learning skills

· Use nutritional knowledge

· Use ICT to perform nutritional analysis 

Assessment:
60% of the marks for design and make activities

40% of the marks for the written paper

What can I do next?
Once you have gained your qualification in Food Technology you can use it to access a variety of Advanced Level 3 courses in Catering, Product Design, Information Technology etc.

You can also use the qualification to access an A-Level programme, a training scheme or a job.

Ask:

Miss Heathcote

	GCSE Design & Technology:

Resistant Materials


Why study GCSE Product Design - Resistant Materials

This is an opportunity to:

· Be creative

· Enjoy project-based work

· Design and make products using wood, metal and / or plastic

· Use machinery and hand tools to create quality practical solutions

· Learn in practical environments

· Develop skills that are highly valued by employers and higher education

· Use  ICT, computer-aided design software e.g. Autodesk Inventor

· Use computer aided manufacture

Content :

You will learn how to:

· develop a design specification, produce a prototype model, draw a final design solution and then make it

· use hand tools and machines

· communicate ideas

· develop both problem solving and independent learning skills 
Assessment: 

60% of the marks for a design and make activity

40% of the marks for a Written Paper

Qualification:

GCSE grade A* - G

What can I do next?

Once you have gained your qualification in Product Design - Resistant Materials you can use it to progress to variety of Level 3 courses in Product Design, Art and Design, Manufacturing, Engineering, Construction, Information Technology etc. 

You can use the qualification to access an ‘A’ level programme, a training scheme or a job.
Ask:

Mr Farnham, Mr Williams, Mrs Fearick
	GCSE Design & Technology: Textiles 


Why study GCSE Product Design - Textiles
This is an opportunity to:

· Be creative

· Enjoy project-based work

· Design and make products using fabrics
· Use machinery and hand tools to create quality practical products
· Learn in practical environments

· Develop skills that are highly valued by employers and higher education

· Use  ICT, computer-aided design software e.g. PE Brother Design
· Use computer aided manufacture e.g. computerised embroidery and transfer printing
Content :

You will learn how to:

· develop a design specification, 
· design and draw ideas and final design solutions 
· make fabric based products
· use hand tools and machines

· communicate ideas

· develop both problem solving and independent learning skills 
Assessment: 

60% of the marks for a research, design and make activity

40% of the marks for a Written Paper

Qualification:

GCSE grade A* - G

What can I do next?

Once you have gained your qualification in Product Design - Textiles you can use it to progress to variety of Level 3 courses in Product Design, Art and Design, Fashion, Interior Design, Illustration and Retail. 

You can use the qualification to access an ‘A’ level programme, a BTEC, a training scheme or a job.
Ask:

Mr Farnham, Miss Marshall
	GCSE Drama 


Why Choose GCSE Drama?
Do you enjoy working with others and expressing yourself creatively? Would you like to take on the role of Director, Designer and Performer? Could your confidence and communication skills be developed further? If the answer is ‘yes’ to any of these, then Drama is the option for you!

This GCSE will challenge you to express yourself and explore being a maker and performer, as well as a positive and critical audience member that can shape, organise and develop your own and others’ work. You will be introduced to a wide range of creative works, both traditional and contemporary, in an interactive, practical and enjoyable way. On top of this, you will learn key skills that will help you succeed in your English GCSE, and others. For example: confidence, communication and presentation skills for success in Speaking & Listening tasks, as well as analysis and evaluation skills, essential to all areas of study. 

Finally, if that isn’t enough, all workplaces cry-out for competent communicators, tough team players and capable creative thinkers. And let’s not forget, there is also a huge entertainment industry out there that’s a serious provider of employment!

Content & Assessment:
I. Coursework (60%)

Two controlled assessment pieces: From Page to Stage (30%) and Drama in the Making (30%) – both test practical and written skill of learned aspects of the subject. Pupils are introduced to a number of plays, out of which they complete improvised and scripted pieces. All work, though completed in groups, is marked on an individual basis. 

II. Examination (40%)

Final controlled piece: From Concept to Creation – takes place in Y11. Pupils receive a ‘seen exam’ usually consisting of a script extract and stimulus piece. Pupils study the material and prepare and perform a piece based upon it. Both practical and written work for this exam is marked by a visiting examiner. Again, grading is on an individual basis.

The pupil who chooses Drama must have excellent attendance and be committed. They must be willing to perform in front of an audience. Some rehearsal time may also be required out of normal school hours.

What can I do next?
Once you have gained your qualification in GCSE Drama, you can use it to access a variety of Advanced Level and BTEC courses, such as Theatre Studies and Performing Arts (as well as many more and not necessarily drama-based). Future careers include Theatre Director, TV Production Assistant, Drama Therapist, PR Officer, Stage Manager, Scriptwriter, Teacher and of course, Actor! 

Ask:

Miss Sugden – Coordinator of Performing Arts (and Drama Teacher)


Miss Clarkson – Drama Teacher
	GCSE French 


Why Choose GCSE French?

· We are in a global economy and not everyone speaks English

· An alarming 20% of UK companies believe they have lost business because of a lack of language or cultural skills – and 25% experience problems in handling international business.  Having knowledge of a foreign language makes you more employable.

· It is useful to study languages if you want to travel, or work abroad.

The skills you will learn and practise in languages lessons can be used across the curriculum.

Content:

We follow the AQA syllabus for French. The aims of the course include:

· Developing the ability to understand and use the foreign language effectively for purposes of practical communication

· Developing an awareness of the nature of language and language learning

· Offering insights into the culture and civilisation of other countries and enhancing pupils’ understanding of their own culture.

Assessment:

There are four Attainment Targets, or skill areas: Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing.  

For Listening and Reading, assessment will be by final examination at the end of Year 11.  Listening and Reading combined are worth 40% of the final mark.  Two tiers of exam will be offered – Foundation and Higher.  

Students will complete two controlled assessment tasks for Speaking and Writing – four in total.  These tasks are untiered, differentiation is by outcome, not by task.  The Speaking and Writing controlled assessments combined are worth 60% of the total mark.

Candidates may be entered for different tiers in separate skill areas. 

40% of assessment is by final examination at the end of Year 11.

What can I do next?

A GCSE in a foreign language can lead to A-level and university, where languages can be studied alone or with many other subjects, e.g. law, accountancy, business and tourism.  

Ask:

Mrs Lewis

	GCSE Further Science 


Why choose Further Science?

We encourage anyone with an interest in Science to choose the option Further Science as it represents a valuable qualification, useful in many different career pathways.  Anyone wishing to study `A’ Level Science will need to choose Further Science.  Pupils considering Science related careers such as nursing and medical studies, physiotherapy, teaching a Science related subject, engineering, architecture, animal science, photography and food science will also need to choose Further Science. 

Pupils should consider studying Further Science if they are genuinely interested in Science and expect to achieve at least a Level 5b by the end of Year 9. Once pupils have chosen the Further Science option they will be placed on either the ‘Additional Science’ or ‘Triple Science’ pathway. The pathway pupils are placed on will be determined by their attainment in Science at KS3. 

	GCSE Additional Science Pathway
	Triple Science Pathway

GCSE Biology + GCSE Chemistry + GCSE Physics

	Content:
Pupils opting for Additional Science will study Core Science during Years 9 & 10 followed by Additional Science in Year 11.  Additional Science will further develop pupils’ knowledge and understanding of Science

It is studied as 3 modules:

Biology 2 - Plant biology, Ecosystems, Human Biology

Chemistry 2 - Structures and bonding, Energy and reactions

Physics 2 - Forces & motion, Electricity & nuclear physics

Assessment:
The 3 modules account for 75% of the grade and are examined in year 11 as 3 one hour written papers. The remaining 25% of the final grade comes from controlled assessed units which will be incorporated during year 11 and be linked to key areas of learning within the course.  Controlled assessments will require pupils to carry out practical work, process their data and analyse it. This option will lead to a second, separate GCSE qualification in Additional Science.

What can I do next?

Careers ideas: Architect, biochemist, building control officer, chemist, conservation officer, dietician, forensic scientist, healthcare assistant, marine biologist, meteorologist, pharmacist, research scientist, veterinary nurse.
	Content:

Pupils with the potential to achieve higher levels in KS3 Science are more suited to the demands of the Triple/Separate Science route. These pupils will be identified in Year 9 and will start their Science GCSE in Y9 at an accelerated pace. By choosing ‘Further Science as an option’ these pupils will continue to follow a pathway which will lead to 3 GCSEs in Science - GCSE Biology, GCSE Chemistry and GCSE Physics instead of the usual 2 Science GCSEs – Core and Additional Science. 

Pupils will study 3 extra modules in addition to the usual Core and Additional units:

· B3 - Human Biology & Microorganisms
· C3 - The periodic table, Acids and Energy in Chemical Reactions
· P3 - Forces and Lighting, 
Assessment:
GCSE Biology is used as an example: 25% of the final award comes from the Biology 1 written exam, 25% from the Biology 2 one hour written exam and 25% of GCSE Biology comes from the Biology 3 one hour written exam. The remaining 25% of the final grade comes from controlled assessed units which will be incorporated during the course.

What can I do next?

Three separate Science GCSEs is an ideal starting point for an A’ Level or further study in Science which may lead to careers in medicine, nursing, vet science, architecture, biochemistry,  physiotherapy, engineering, science, marine biology and many more.


Ask:

Mrs Streets & Mr McDaid

	GCSE Geography 


Why Choose GCSE Geography?

Geography is one of the most highly achieving departments in the school and our results speak for themselves. Our results in 2011 were 76% A* – C and 22% A* - A; a pass rate well above the national average. As one of the designated English Baccalaureate subjects and one of the most highly respected academic subjects it is also a passport to higher education.

The aim of the course is to develop pupils’ awareness of our planet, how it works and the people on it. 

Content:

Typical skills used in lessons are: Discussion, debates and critical evaluations, ICT, presentations, projects and group work, map skills and field work techniques.

There are 4 different topics over the two years

1) Rivers and Coasts (Hydrological cycle, rivers, coasts and flooding).

2) Population and Settlement (Population, migration, urban areas).

3) Natural Hazards (Earthquakes, volcanoes and hurricanes).

4) Economic Development (Development and wealth, employment, globalisation).

There are 3 opportunities for fieldwork. A trip in year 9 to introduce pupil who have opted for geography to field work skills, a case study trip to the Peak District in year 10 and fieldwork to the NE coast in year 11 for the controlled assessment work.

Assessment:

2 written exams = 75%. 

One is taken in the summer of year 10 and is based on a pre released booklet. The other is taken in the summer of year 11. (Note – The time of the year 10 exam may change due to new government regulations that will be released in January 2012).

Course work = 25%

One piece of field work and one investigation. Possible investigation topics are crime, disease, fashion, sport.

Qualification:

GCSE Geography

What can I do next?

If you are considering going onto college and university geography is a very well respected GCSE and is accepted at any institution. Geography can lead to careers in many areas such as maps and data, the environment, town planning, education, social work, tourism, to name but a few. Some job examples are; archaeologist, architect, conservationists, foreign correspondent, geologist, graphic designer, hotel manager, landscaper, meteorologist, outdoor pursuits, peace keeper, social worker, translator, travel agent, volcanologist.

Ask:

Miss Stacey
	GCSE History 


Why Choose GCSE History? 

By studying history you learn about people and events of the past and by doing this you learn about how and why the world is like it is today. The course seeks to develop the communication skills of recalling, selecting and deploying relevant information, as well as the ability of handling, analysing and explaining historical sources. As such, history is a valuable qualification to gain with a view to further education, future education, and the development of life skills.

Content:

This course is made up of three very different modules:

The History of Medicine from pre-historic times to present day.  You will study ancient and modern civilisations and learn how attitudes, events and technology affected all aspects of medicine and health care: what people thought caused illnesses, the cures they used and how surgery developed.  You will study key individuals and analyse their contributions. You will learn what led to the most important medical discoveries which are now part of everyday life, such as anaesthetics and penicillin.

The American West 1840-1900.  This is a study in depth, where you will learn what life was like in America’s ‘Wild West’.  This includes the lifestyle of the Plains Indians and how this was destroyed by the advance of the white settlers.  We use film, visual and written sources to explore the myth and reality of historical characters like Billy the Kid and General Custer. This study raises issues which are relevant to our world today.

The Irish Question.  This is the coursework element of GCSE history and is an investigation into how history affects the modern world.  You will look at the causes of conflict in Ireland over a period of hundreds of years, key events in Irish and British history in the twentieth century, how people have tried to solve these problems and their success in doing so.

Assessment:

2 written exams
- 75%

Coursework

- 25%

Qualification:

History GCSE

What can I do next?

Many of our pupils go on to study A-level History.  History is a relevant subject for a career where you need to consider options and views of different people.  It can be useful for work in the media, journalism, teaching, police and law-related vocations and in managerial posts.

Ask:

Mrs Tanner, Mrs Cooksey or Ms Smith

	GCSE Information & Communication Technology


Why study GCSE ICT?

It is an essential part of 21st century life.  Nearly all things in today’s society are controlled, regulated and enhanced by some form of ICT.  Technology is everywhere.  It helps us communicate, use our leisure time and most importantly is essential to almost every form of employment. This means you need to have the right ICT skills and knowledge to fulfil your potential.

Content:

You will study for a GCSE in ICT. The course will be broken down into units of work all related to how and why ICT is used in the real world. You will look at the theoretical side of ICT. Topics covered will include:

ICT in today’s world

· Using ICT systems

· Hardware and software

· Communications

· Presenting information

Application of ICT

· Practical use of software to produce a working solution

· Practical use of file and data structure 

· Presenting the solution

· Evaluation

ICT in context

· Networks
· Project planning
· Data management and handling
· Legal, social, ethical and environmental issues 
The qualification will require lots of reading and study around the various topics and due to the nature of the exam a good standard of written skills is required.

Assessment:

The course is a GCSE which means you will have to sit an exam at the end. You will also have to complete coursework tasks and controlled assessments. The final exam will be worth 40% of your overall grade and the two controlled assessments are each worth 30%. 

What can I do next?

You will learn about the theoretical side of ICT more than the practical skills. Therefore you will have an understanding of the impact of ICT and how it is developing to shape our future. 

This makes GCSE ICT an ideal stepping stone for A’ level and degree level. 

Ask: 

Mrs Steeples or Miss Waddams

	GCSE Media Studies 


Why Choose GCSE Media Studies?

Media Studies is an exciting opportunity to allow you to draw on your existing experience of the media and to develop your abilities to explore as well as to create media.  It enables you to explore media through analysis of media texts such as film, magazine, TV and music and will introduce you to media terminology.  

Media Studies will also allow you to create a range of media products such as: a film trailer, short film or TV programme opening, a magazine cover or game cover, a webpage or interactive comic using the Apple Mac computers, digital cameras, camcorders and audio equipment. 

Content and Assessment:

40% exam 

60% coursework

The exam topics change annually:

· Music Industry Websites and Music Magazines (2012)

· Television Drama and Web-based drama (2013)

· TV Crime Drama and Magazines (2014)

Media Studies pupils are the expected to approach the topics by:

· Thinking about the media, involving investigating media texts and their various contexts and

· Creating for the media, involving planning, producing and presenting media texts.
All candidates have to produce three pieces of coursework:

· Two textual investigations of 400 – 800 words equivalent (10% for each)

· One media production consisting of research, planning, the production itself and evaluation (40%).

Coursework can focus on any area of media such as: Music, TV Drama, Advertising, Animation, Science Fiction, News and so on.

Qualification:

GCSE Media Studies are awarded on an eight point scale – A* to G GCSE.

What can I do next?

Students who have completed the GCSE Media Studies course will have the necessary knowledge, understanding and skills to progress either to more demanding AS/A Level in Media Studies or other equivalent qualification.  Media Studies can lead to many career opportunities such as Journalist, Camera Operator, Photographer, TV Producer, Web Designer and many more.

Ask: 

Miss Perrett

	GCSE Music 


Why Choose Music GCSE?

GCSE music is a practical course in which you extend your musical skills in the area of your choice. The new GCSE course allows you to demonstrate your practical musical abilities in areas such as rapping and DJ-ing as well as in classical instruments like the voice (singing), guitar, drums, trumpet, and piano/keyboard. There is one set of DJ decks in school, recently purchased. If you would like to DJ as part of your GCSE music course you will need to come to the DJ club on Mondays after school in the music room.

Content:
During the course you will study 5 areas of music: Rhythm & Metre, Harmony & Tonality, Texture & Melody, Timbre & Dynamics and Structure & Form.

These will be explored through three Strands of Learning:

a)  The Western Classical Tradition


Baroque, Voices, Sonata, Chamber music

b)  Popular Music of the 20th & 21st centuries


Blues, 1960’s pop songs, Rock music, RnB, Musical Theatre, Film music

c)  World Music


Caribbean, Indian, African, Chinese
Assessment:
1) Performing music (40%). One solo (by yourself) and one ensemble (in a group) performance required. These are both 20% each. This will be assessed by your classroom teacher. Performance at a school event strongly advised (for example parents evening, options evening, carol concert, GCSE Performing Arts concert).
2) Composing and appraising (20%). This will be in the style of one of the three strands of learning, chosen in advance by the examination board. The composition (make up a piece yourself) and appraisal (evaluation) is assessed externally. The composition is completed in lesson time and the appraisal is completed in examination conditions.
3) Composing music (20%). This is a free composition where you choose the instruments and style of music you want to compose (make up a piece yourself), for example, pop song, rap song, keyboard/piano piece, film music or drum piece. It is assessed by your classroom teacher. This will be completed in Y10 and sent off to the examination board in May 2013.
4) Listening to and appraising music (20%). This is an hour long exam which covers the three strands of learning and the five areas of music that comes at the end of the course (June 2014). It will be externally marked.
What Can I Do Next?

DJ, Singer, song writer, play in an orchestra, recording producer, PR and promotion, music journalist, teaching, private tuition and much more. Further qualifications are A Level music, Degree level music. 

Ask:

Miss Fleetcroft

	GCSE Physical Education 


Why Choose GCSE Physical Education?

The GCSE PE Syllabus offers exciting new opportunities to develop leadership, coaching and performance in Sport. GCSE Physical Education allows pupils to specialise in 4 sports/activities; as well as develop knowledge and understanding of fitness and health and other issues surrounding sport.  

Content:

Practical Element 60%. (50% performance in 4 activities / sports and 10% Analysis of Performance) (1 x 2hour session per week)
During Practical lessons you will:

· Improve your performance and understanding of four sports including their rules and tactics. You must study at least 4 activities from two different areas of the curriculum. 
· Specialise in performance/ leadership and/or officiating in up to two of your four sports.  You must have sufficient leadership and officiating experience and be actively involved in this aspect in or out of school.
Important note – Pupils choosing GCSE PE should be actively involved in sport at lunchtime and after school clubs and or play outside of school to meet the required practical performance level.

Theoretical Element: 40% (1 x 1 hour theory lesson per week)

During theory lessons (classroom based) you can expect to learn about exercise and training, sports injury and prevention, issues in sport such as banned drug use, the different body systems and how they are affected by exercise as well as social issues affecting sport and different sporting structures.  Homework will be set regularly, in addition to tests and written ‘mock’ exams.

Assessment :
60% of the course is practically assessed which includes studying 4 sports in detail, developing a personal exercise programme and completing an analysis of performance in your chosen specialist area.   4 practical exams are taken in Year 11 as well as an Analysis of performance (AOP) test / exam.  In year 10 pupils will plan and complete a written Personal Exercise Programme as part of their controlled assessment for their AOP. 40% of the course is covered by an end of Year 11 written exam paper which lasts 1 ½ hours.

Qualification:

One GCSE at grade A*-G (GCSE Physical Education).

What can I do next?
Further study – GCSE PE is a great platform for the following courses: BTEC Certificate or Diploma in Sport (Level 2 or 3); A Level PE (Level 3); BTEC Public Services (Level 3
Possible careers – GCSE PE can equip pupils with some knowledge/skills for: Physiotherapy, nursing/medicine. The health sector, sports management, sports development, to name but a few.

Person Specification:  

The following criteria should be considered by pupils wanting to choose GCSE PE.  Pupils will be considered for their suitability to the course based on the following criteria:
· Good record of kit, participation and attitude to learning at KS3 during PE (essential).
· Good practical performer in at least 4 different activities / sports (essential).
· Strong commitment to sport in and or out of school (essential).
· Good level of personal fitness and a willingness to improve (desirable).
· At least level 5 in English and Science (desirable).
Ask:

Mrs Ruczenczyn / Miss Barnes / Mr Siviter / Mr Moran
	GCSE Spanish


Why Choose GCSE Spanish?

If you enjoy communicating with other people and learning about different countries and cultures then studying GCSE Spanish is an excellent choice for you.

· You will be able to share your interests, ideas and opinions with other people who speak Spanish.

· You will learn about the countries where Spanish is spoken and get a lot more out of a trip there.

· You will add an international dimension to your choice of GCSE subjects, which is something that future employers and higher education providers look for.

· You will learn many skills which are useful in a wide range of careers, such as the ability to communicate clearly, being confident about speaking in public, using problem solving strategies, etc.

· You will create greater opportunities for yourself to work abroad, or for UK companies with international links. 

Content:

We follow the Edexcel GCSE syllabus for Spanish.  The aims of the course include:

· Developing the ability to understand and use the foreign language effectively for purposes of practical communication.

· Developing an awareness of the nature of language and language learning.

· Offering insights into the culture and civilisation of other countries and enhancing pupils’ understanding of their own culture.

Assessment:

There are four Attainment Targets, or skill areas: Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing.  

For Listening and Reading, assessment will be by final examination at the end of Year 11.  Two tiers of exam will be offered – Foundation and Higher.  

In speaking and writing you and your teacher will decide when during the course you do your assessment, so you only do it when you are completely ready. 

For speaking, your teacher will assess you. You will carry out two activities from the following

· An open interaction.

· A discussion with your teacher about a photo or a picture you have brought in.

· A short presentation about something that interests you.

For writing, you will be assessed by Edexcel. You will carry out two pieces of writing, for example, an article from a magazine, a web page, a blog or a letter.
What can I do next?

A GCSE in a foreign language can lead to A-level and university, where languages can be studied alone or with many other subjects, e.g. law, accountancy, business and tourism.  MFL graduates are among those most likely to find a job on graduating.

Ask: 
Mr Ruiz

	School Based Vocational Options




	School Based Vocational Options


These qualifications have the same standards as other GCSEs, but are combined with a more practical ‘vocational’ approach to learning.

They have been designed to develop pupils` interest in the world of work and give them knowledge through vocational learning.

They aim to:

·
Increase pupils understanding of the world of work;

·
Enable learners to begin to acquire skills for working in the 21st century and for independent learning;

·
Introduce learners to a broad sector of industry and business;

·
Encourage understanding of the sector, key ideas & theories in it;

·
Develop capability in some skills used within the sector.

The 2 courses on offer are:
1. BTEC Level 2 Health & Social Care 

2. BTEC Level 2 Engineering

They will suit pupils who:

· have a broad interest in possible future courses and career areas 
related to them

· like to work independently and in groups

· like to work on and off site

· like to, and are able to, take the initiative

· are trustworthy and reliable

· can meet deadlines for homework and coursework (2/3rds of the course 
assessment is based on coursework projects)

Progression: 

As with all qualifications offered at KS4, the new vocational qualifications can be used to progress to further study in college at a higher level such as an AVCE (Vocational A-level). Some pupils may go on to study a 6 unit Intermediate or Foundation GNVQ, an NVQ in the same or another vocational area. Others might start work and take a Modern Apprenticeship leading to a skilled career and later to a foundation degree.

	BTEC Level 2 Certificate in Health & Social Care


Why choose Health and Social Care?

Health and Social Care is the study of the principles and requirements of caring professions such as childcare assistants, nursery nurses, teachers, midwives, doctors, nurses, psychologist, psychiatrists and social workers as well as the in-depth study of human life, personal development, relationships, individual needs, rights and responsibilities, self esteem, therapy provision and human anatomy and physiology. 
Content:

The course content is flexible and units are selected to meet the needs of students. Content includes Human Lifespan Needs and Development, Creative and Therapeutic Activities, The Impact of Diet on Health, Human Anatomy and Physiology, Communication and Cultural Diversity. There is also the opportunity for students to embark on work experience placements. 
Assessment:

Each unit that you study will be internally marked and you will receive a Pass, Merit or Distinction grade. These grades are worth points and at the end of the course your points are added together to determine your overall qualification. 
Qualification:

The qualification is equivalent to 2 GCSEs at A* - C level and is suitable for pupils achieving 
level 4 or above in English at the end of Key Stage 3. 

What can I do next?

There are a variety of progressive route that can be accessed. From September 2012 Handsworth Grange Community Sports College will be delivering the BTEC Level 3 National Extended Diploma as a progressive route for our students. The course is suitable for anyone who is interested in accessing Advanced Level 3 courses, A levels or apprenticeships. 

The course is ideal for those considering of careers including as:

· Social Work

· Psychiatry

· Clinical Psychology

· Paediatric nursing

· Midwifery

· Paramedic

· Nursery nursing

· Early years’ and primary teaching

· Child care

· Working with vulnerable people

· Care Assistant

Ask: 
Miss Grapes
	BTEC Level 2 Extended Certificate in Engineering 


Why study  BTEC First Award in Engineering?

This is an opportunity to:

· Enjoy project-based work

· Learn in  practical environments

· Develop skills that are highly valued by employers and higher education

· Develop your interest in the areas of engineering

Content: 

You will learn about: 

· Working Practices in Engineering

· Reading an engineering drawing

· Using Computer Aided 3D and 2D design

· Programming CNC machines

· Electronic Circuit Construction 

Assessment:

You will study a maximum of 5 units. 

· Four units will be assessed through coursework

· One of these units will be a vocationally based project or a study based on work experience 

· The fifth unit will be assessed through an online test. 
Qualification:

Pupils will be able to achieve a BTEC pass, merit or distinction. 

What can I do next?

Once you have gained your qualification you can use it to progress to a variety of 
Advanced - Level 3 courses. 
You can use the qualification to access an ‘A’ level programme, a training scheme or a job.
Ask:
 Mr Farnham

English Baccalaureate

Option Choice Form 2012
Name:


_____________________________________________

Tutor Group:

_____________________________________________

The English Baccalaureate is a new qualification. It will be awarded to all students who gain GCSE grade C or above in all 5 subjects from the following list:
· English Language
· Maths

· Science (Additional)
· A Modern Foreign Language (French or Spanish)

· A Humanities subject (Geography or History)

The English Baccalaureate is not an exam in itself but an extra qualification for pupils gaining GCSEs as outlined above. Appropriate pupils in our current Year 9 will be guided towards this choice of GCSEs.

Please highlight your English Baccalaureate option choices in the table below:

· Pupils MUST take Further Science as their first option.

· Pupils must choose one Humanities option of either History OR Geography. 

· Pupils AND one Foreign Language option of either Spanish OR French.

· Pupils must also choose ONE additional ‘4th’ option from the list provided in the Options booklet.

· Please also state ONE reserve choice in case your 4th option is not available.

	
	Option Choice

(Please tick next to your chosen option)

	Option 1 -
Further Science 
	I understand that I will have to take

Further Science as my 1st option.



	Option 2 -
Humanities Subject
	History 
	
	Geography
	

	Option 3 -
Foreign Language 
	French 
	
	Spanish
	

	Option 4 - 
(Please write the name of the
 subject in the box to the right)
	

	Reserve Choice  -

(Please write the name of the
 subject in the box to the right)
	


Signed Parent/Carer:
_________________________________________________
Date:


___________________________________________

Please return your completed form to your Form Tutor by

Wednesday 8th February 2012.
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